Regisiered No. WB/SC 135 Na. Ju(itt,

alouita Gazeity

Prublished by Authority

EESs ST Rt SR N e .
PAUAA 17 ] MONTAY, JANUARY 7, 1580 [ BAEKA 1901
P e e e SR e -

PART TH —Aui- o (e Waert Bengal Leginlature
COTESNMTENY OF CWEST RENGAL
it A VE DEPARTMENT
SR LATION

No. 20-L.~Tth January, 1980 —Lus . ilrcig Act of « ~ Wesl Dougal Legisluture, having been
asscnted to by the Pragident, is Lawehr publistod for gener.. ...onmaiion:—

West vieags: 2ot XENIY of 1979
THE WEST BEN 3ol FUGLIC LIRKARIES ACT, 1579,

[Fassed by tle Vest Bangal Legislature.)

[Assent of the Eresidens was first published in the Calcutta
Cazeit2, Eziracrding s, of the 7th January, 1960.]-

An Act to provide for :le establishment of public libraries in
the State of West Bengal and to vegulaie, guide, control,
supervise and to yrani vecognition to the aristing
libraries 1= the State as alao to provids for a oomg:-rehm—
sive Ui urban library sertice in the Stats of
“’Glt -!I."-f.'i'.'_lJ .

WitaBAL it i3 oxpedient to provide for the establishment
of public iibraries in the State of West Bengal and to
regulate, guids, onirol, supervise and to grant recornition
to the existing ''oniies ot the State as also to provide for
a cosorehensive rorai and wrban library service in the State
of Weat Deneat: 5

Tt is herelr cnnctoo 1o e Thirtioth Vear of the Republic
of Toon, by o Jeeitiioes of West Dengal, aa follows:—

CTEAPTER T

S ALF M L7

B e A, (4) This te oy wu eslled the West Bengal Public
erianl -smri L'-i::'«':“-‘iﬂ.‘l .Y
v g (5) T4 earenis t9 uha i’y of Wast Beugnl,

(&) Thig soctien ¢ 1all coue i_‘?t«.'- f:_.u.'::' at once and the
rewaaining seekiona sioll come inlo forcs on wuch dgh or
dates a4 the Steie Governwcct may, by notification in the
Uficial Uaciclis, -vpoint avd  different dates way be
aposicted for difer - b secliens of {his Act.
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The West Bengal Public Libravies Act, 1979,

(Chery im0 vecluninarge- Se don 2. ol ter M~ The
st Librarg Cowiril - -Sectior 1, 4.)
Eoﬁai- 2. ia il Mt unless the context othorwise requires,—
ons.

(a) “aided library’’ means a vecoynised library receiv-
inge nid from the Goverument, or from a  Local
Libwery Authority;

{ry Uentra] Library" meaus a library deelared Ly the
State  Government by notification as the Central
Library; -

(@) “Ubhirector” means the Director of T'ublic Librures
appoiuted under seetion 6

(@) “‘district” means a revenus districi;

(¢) “District Lilirary” meaus n library in o district
established or recognised by the Govermment us
tize Lustrict liabrary;

Aty fHoverruesaut’’ means the (Yovernment of the Stalo
ef W ilengal;

(4} “notification’’ menns a notificaiion published in ihe
Uihvial lareite;

iy * e il " wenus presceibed by rules mude snder
thie Aoy

(i) “private Lbeary™ means a library other than an
aléad, recognisea or a public lbrary;

() “puldic iibrary” means s library established or
mainteived by the Government or by a Twcal
Labyars Aithority;

(k) “‘reenguiced library” means a library recognised by
the Dhccctor and declared as  such for  the
purpores of ihis Act,

CHAPTER IT
Thie Siate Library Gouncil

Stato " 8 (1) 'Tho (overnment shall  constitute a State
mmT Library Cduncil (bereinafter referred to as the Council) for
Oounoil and the purpose ¢f ndvising the Government on the management
:ﬂ“ of the Uentral Library, on matters of public library system
= and'tn sueh other matters relating to libraries and hibrary
gervice as may be referred to it. '
(2) The Council shall, in consultation with Tocal Library
Authoritice covetitided under Chapter ILI, also formulate
the principtes governing the eligibility of privote libraries
te reveive reco;ition or aid under ihis Ach.
{#) The Couneil shall exercisc such powers and perlorm
siaeh Ontivs s may be prereribed.

H,  (7) The Souestd shall eonsist of 5

Cotaposi.
boe of tha i P ; 5
Oounail, ot the AMaiviecdiecharge of  Libtery  Servives who

sn!t ne ive Uheirmun of the Council ;

(#) four porsons w Lo elected by the members of the
Weat .E’-*'.ﬂ;;:‘.i [opislative Assemibly from amongst
theingorves:

(¢} tour persoss to be nommawd by the Governwnent
reoveeenting: the  interests of  Universities, the
Wt Menp ! Buard of Secondary Jducation and
s West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary
ineation from amongst their members;
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The West Berpu! Public Libravies Act, 1979,
(Chapter 1l—The State Library Council—Sections 5, 6.)
(d) two representatives of the Denzal Library Association

to be nominaled by the Executive Cumuwittee of
the saidf Association from awmongst its constituted

members;

(8) one representative of the cieloye librarics
that will cone under th » .ot to be
elocted in the manper sed ;

(fy two persons elected by o { Library Authorities
from mmengst the men. . of such authorities in

the mapuver prescribed;

{g) one District Tibrary Officer to be nomjnated by the
ttovernment; i

(h) one District [ibrarvien to be nominaied by the
Clovernment ;

(i) the Secretary to the Government in the Edueation
Department or his nomines;

(/) the Dircctor of Public Tostruction, West Bengal or
hizs nominee;

(k) four persons to ba pominated by the Government who
in its opiuion aie experts in lbrary seience and
library sorvirs;

(1) the Deputy Dhrecior of Publie Instruction (Social
EFducution), Woeut Denyal

(i) the Direetor of Informativn and Cultural Affairs or
his nemines;

(n) the Librarian, Ceatral Library;
(o) the Librarina of the National Library, Caleutta

(P} the Iivector who shal! be the er-oficie Member-
Heeretary of the Coaneil.

f?).Tha members, other than the eg-vfficio members, shall
hold office for a peried of three years:

Provided that if a4 nowinated or an elected member conpes
to hold the position Ly virtus of which he wae so nominated
or elecled, he shall automatically cease to be o member of the

Louneil.

5. The Central labrary shall, in addition to running a
library and a reading roomi, perform such other functions as
mny be entrusted fo it from tine to time by the Government
or ony other officer aunthorised by the Gnverpment in _tl:lllt_.

behalf, . i .
6. ‘I'he Governmeni shnll appoint a Director of Tibraries
i'.n' accordnnce with the roles made under this Act and the
Director shall, sabject to the control of the Gavernment,
discharge the % s tanedions te—
(e} maiatain gy of rescognised libraries;

() wmprnge e Centres)  Library  togeiber  with  the
vranelve of soch lbravy wnd shall  superintend
and direes, il sanhers  relating o the Clentral
Library ;

{r) declare, in aceordance with the rules maode under
this Act, by untifieation, the names and addresses
of the weeogiised libraries in the State;

(d) superintend and direci all matters relating fo the
work of all local library authorities under this Act;

(¢) submit fo the Government in accordance with rules
made under this Act & report ou the working of
all libraries under this Act;

(/) innpect or cuvse to be iuspected periedically throngh
officers auntiorised in this behalf all the public
and recopal.:d librecies;

iy
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Tie West Bengal Public Libraries Act, 1979,

(Chaptey [l.—Tnhe State Librery Council-~Section 7, —
Chapter 1. —The Local Library Authorities.—Section 8.)

(g; take steps for removal of lofects in the working of
eny such librury es ihe rcports on inspection of
the libraries by the ofiicers authorised under
aleuse (f) may disclese and take measures for
sanforcing the rules as may be made in this behalf
and in appreprinte cases obtain approval of the
(Jovernment for derecugaition of the library
or discontinvance of fausncinl and other assistance
to guch library iu . the event of tent failure
tu-abide by the rules made under this Act or other-
wise which in kis opinion warranis such ection;

ihy gaide, contrel and supervise the functioning of the
libravies '

{1) inke appropriate stepe for prosecution of persons
ropponeible for amy losa or injury caused to any
library; aud :

(7) perform auch other auties and exercise such other
powers in arcordance with this Act or the rules
made thereunder, '

Directo- ¥ (1) Whore shall be a ""Directorate of Libraries” {o

mtepf  be comstitutad by the Government for the purposes of this

Librerisss Act with such numnber of oficers and employeea ss may be
prescribad, 5 &

(2} 'The ollicers nul staff of the Directorate of Libraries
sagll be wheiclime Govarnment emplovees and the terms and
eopditions of their sorvices shall he such 28 muy be
prozesibeg,

CEAPIER 11§
Losad witwary A athotities

Conatitus £ () Yor the purpose of organizing end administering

tion of public ivrerivs in the State, there shall be constituted hy

;-‘% the Governiaent Loeal Library Authority for each distriet.

Antboris : i

7oy (2) Tho Local Tdbrary Authority for each distriot shall
conslat of :—

(7) the District Magistrate of the district who shall be
the Chalrman;
(1) the Disrict Library Officer, who shallifunctionvas
e w:y, {ember-Socrotary of the 'Eﬁd?lﬂm'ry
uthority’y

(i79) the Dilhr}ot Social Education Ofcer;

(iv) two representatives of the Associations. of ths
employées of tho different publie libraries to be
nowinated by the Government;

O e g te LA | 3

{r) two members to he nominated by the Government
from awmongst the Commiscionera of the. Munici-
palities wE‘.ﬁn the distriey;

(vi) two representatives of the di-irict branch of the
Boagal Library Associatio; ‘o be nominated by
the Executive Committes . the said Association;

(vi) cne persca to be nominated by the Sabkadhipati
from amongst the member: of the Zilla Parishad
in the dl&tl‘i'l:t;

(vift) two persons nominated by th Government from
waongst the members of thy Pancheyal Samitis
in the district;

{tr) fwo poizone mominsted Ly the Government, of
whom—

(@) one thall he ¢ uember of the Governing Bod.es
of recognised libraiiis la e diskrict, snd

() the other frowma the Advisory Committecs, if any,
1 tho libraries under the District Library;
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" The West Bengal Public libravies Act, 1573,
(Chapter Hl—~The Local Lilrawy Authorities—~Sections 9—I12.)

() a teacher of a Uollege ox I'u!yiechuio in the district
to ‘be nominated by ine Government;

(+1) & tencher oi a High School or a Higher Socondary
Schocl jn the distriet to be mominated by the
(rovernment ;

{1} a teacher of a Primary Scheol ia the distriet to be
apminated by the (Goveromant;

{eitd) two M.L.A.s of {he district to be nowinated by the
Uovernioant;

{riv) the Libratipn; Librarions of the Distrist Library(
Liibraries,

(4) The members, other tharn the ez-eficio members,
shall hold oftice for a period of three years:

Urovided thet if » nominated or an elacted member
ceases to hold the position by virtue of which he was so
nominated or elected, Lo shall autonatieally cense to be a
member of the Loesl Librory Anthority. '

D, Every Local Library Authority shall be & body
vorpornte, by the name of the avsa for which it is constituted,
shell have perpetunl sugcession snd & ecmmon seal, end may
cue or be sued i its corperute uama, and shall have the right
of vequiring, holding or trensferring property, movable or
unmovable, of enfering iuto vontvacts and of doiug all things
necessary, proper or expediens, for the purposes for which it
is constituted. '

10, A Local Librery Authority may—

‘() provide suitoble iand> and buildings for public
librerviea cad sisv the faenifurs, Sttings, materials
and convenientes requisite taerefor;

(b) stock such libraries wilbh  Looks, periodicals,
newspapers, maps, works and specimens of art
nod science, lankern slidea, cinema reels and ooy

-~ other thing suitable for the purpese;

(0) employ from time fo timo such officers and ataff for

such libraries in {he menoer prescribed;

(#) with the previous sanction of the Glovernment, closs - .
© - or discontinue any public library organised or
“run by it or chonge the site thereof; '
() recommend to the Director for withdrawal of
recoguition of, or discoutinwancs of Government
- _grant to, any public library; - .l
(f) accept, with the previous sanction of the Director,
ony gift of books, or, with the previous sanction
of the Government, suy other gifl or endowment
for any purpuse convected with its sctivities;
() provide for loctures and sominars on topieal subjects
and the keldicg of ciasses; and
() In general, dv everylhing pocessary lo carry cut the
purpasea o this Aret.

1. All properiy, movabie and immovabls, soquired or
held for the parpose i apy public library in sny area shall
vest in the Lecal Lilrary Authority of that area.

1%, Subject to the provisions of this Aot sud the rules
mada thereunder, a Local Library Authority way, with the
previous appreval of ihe Covornwent, make reguletions
prenerally to eairy out the purposes of this Act and, without
prejudice to the generality of this pov sr, such regulations
may provide for--

{a) the admiseion of persons lo dpﬁ'-blio libraries in its
area von “wch conditious and on payment of such
feen as i. may speoify;

HUTEAODDINARY . JARUARY 7, 1080
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the West bengal Pullic Libraries Act, 1979,
(“>hapier HUl1.—The Local Librerir Aulhorities—~Sections 13-16))

() reyuiring from person- 1-dring to use such libraries
any guarantee or scearity against injury to, or
misuse, destrecticn or losy of the property of such
libraries; -

(¢) the manaer in which the property of such libraries

shall be used to ensure the protection of such
properiy from injury, misuse, destruction or loss;
and

(d) puthorise it: officers and employees (o exclude
or remove frow any such library any person whao

~eondrpavenes or fatls to comply with the provisions
of this Act or tha rules or regulations made .
thereunder,

., (1) if, at any time, the Government is of opinion
thot any reguistion made under this Act by a Local Library
Authority should be coneelled or modified either wholly or
in part, it shall canse the reasons for such opinion to  be
eommunicated to such Loeal Tibwarg Authority, and  shall
specify a reazonable pariod within which sush Tocel Library
Authority may make any representation with regard thereto
which if” may think fit. '

(%; After recaipt snd consideration of any such represen-
tation, or, «f in the seaniune no  such  representation is
reccivod, afier chie expiry of the specified period, the
Uoverninent may, at aay time, by notifiention eancel or
modify such regulation, either wholly or in part.

3) The cancellatien or modification of a regulation under
«b-section (2) shall take efiect from such date as the
Government may in the said notification direct, or if no such
date is specified, then from the date of dpublication of the
saig uolification except as to unyching done or suffered or
omitted to be done Lefore such date. .

14, A Local Library Authority may appoint an execu-
five committee consistiog of sueh number of its members as
it muy deem fit and delegate to such commiitee such of
its powers or duties under this Act ns may be prescribed.

15, (I) As soon as possible aiter a Local Library
Authority is constituted, and thereafter if required by the
Director, every Local Tibrary Authority shall prepare u
scheme for establiishing libraries and for spreading library
servics within its ares and submit it to the Director for
sanction. The Director may sanction it with such
moditict.tions ond additions, if any, as he may think fit and
the local Library Authority shall give effect to the scheme
as may be sanctioned by tha Director.

(%) The Director may suo wmolu or on an application by
ihe bocal Library Authotity concerned modify any scheme
canctioned under sub-section (/) or replace it by a mew
scheme,

€ (1} "The Government phall appoint a persen to be
cotied the Districe Fasravy  Officer  on stueh  lerms  and
conditions as way e proseribed  and he shall generally,
subject to the conirol of the Director, direet, superinjend
and manage the offoirs of the libraries in a district.

(2) () Tbe CGovermmnent siall, in consultation with the
Local Dlibrare Autgority. place & porson in charge of a
Tristrict Library to bo cailed the Distriet Li})l_‘nrinn with svch
qualtifications ond on sach terms and conditions a8 may be
prescribed ;

(4) the L drict Librarian shall, subject to the control
of the Local .ihrary .iothority, manage the affairs of a
Distriet Library.
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Tie West Beagal Public Libraries Act. 1979,

(Chapter 1V.—Finance ang Acrounts.~Sections 17, 18.--
Chapter V.~-Misecaliancous—Sr=tions 19--23.)

CHAPYVER IV
Finzncs and Acooints

H

Library 17, (1) Uvery Loeal Library Authority shall maintain
Vuud, n Libtary fund out of which pevmenis ueder this Act shall
be met.

£2) There shall be credited to the library fand the
fullowing sume-—.

() contribationg, gifts and fncome  from  endowments
made to the Jlowal Library Auathority for the
beneiik of pubiis libraries;

(%) grants which the tiovernment may nuake for the
genoral muintenance or for any specific purpose
counceied with libraries or social education;

{e) uny nmsunl eollected by the Tocal Library Authority
under any rules or regulations made under (his
Act.

Aooounie 8. (1) Awn aecount of all nssets and Dabilities of ench
snd audits  [,500] Library Auathority and of all contributions, gifts and
imeome from endowments, geants made by the Government,
nuy amount volivceted by the Loeal Library Authority under
any rules made under thiz Act shall be maintained in  the
preseribed monuaer.
L9 The aceonnt shall be sudited annually in such manner
and by such officer nr aathotity as may be presepbed. A
vopy of the andit reposrt <hall bo gubmitted to the Governs
meni in the preseribed mannier.

CHADPITER ¥V

Misceliatenus
Validation 19, No aci of iks Comneil or of a Loeal Library
of mots. Authority shull be deemed to b (nvalid by reason only of

the existenve of uny vaeancy, initinl vr subsequent, or any
defeer, in the eoustitniion of the Couneil or the Aunthority.

. Fvory Local Library Authority and every persou-

in-charge of o public libracy shall submit such reports and

retorms, returus and furnish such information to the Direclor or any
person anthorised by him in this behalf ag the Director or

the persun so authorised may, from time to time, require.

i 21, The Direetor or any person authorised by Lim in
3?;:75:“ this behalf way inspeet any public llbrn_r or any inatitution
libratles.  qitached thereto for the purpose of satisfying himeelf that

the provisions of this Aet and the rules rande thereunder ave
inly carried out.

Daualty, T2 (1) Wheever contravenos any provision of this Act
or of any rules wade thereunder shall, if wo olhier ponalty
is provided therefor m aay  other Act, be punishable
with fine whieh way extend (o two hwoulred and fifty rupees
or if having beer  previously  convieted of such offence
is again copviered of on offence weder this  Act, with fine
which may extend to five hnadred rapoes,

{*) No court shall take ogaizance of any offence under
thie Act exespt on a written comnlaint made by the Direclor
or by avy perssn aunthavized hy the Director in this behalf,

Power to 23, (1) The Goveinment muy, by notifieation, make
moake rales. rules for ~arrying ont the purposes of {is Act.

(* In vartienlar and withews prejudice to the geuernlity
of the foremoing puwer, such rules may provide for all or any
of the matters which may be or are requived to be preseribed
or made by rules.



28 THE CALCUTYA GAZETTE, EXTRACRDINARY, JANUARY 7, 1980 [Panr IjI

The Weast Bengal Pubiic Libravies Act, 1579.
(Chapter V.—~Miscellanecvr ~-Section 24.)

(3) All rules made under uns vocion  shall, as soon as
may be, after they are wade, be laid Lefore the House of the
State Legislature for 14 doys snd shall be subjoect to  such
modification as the State legislaiure may moke during the
session io which they are so laid.

24, 'The Press and Registration of Books Aet, 1887, 25of 1065,
shall, in ite application to the State of West Bengal, be
smended ag follows 1—-

i) for clause (s) of the firat paragraph. of scction 8, the
( following }r,lnusn shall be substituted ;— P

““(a) in any case, within one calendar month after the
day on which any book shall first be deliversd
.oug of the press, ihree auuh\;mphn and"';
2} in gection 11, for the first paragraph, the following
: paragraph shall be Eubatituie#:-:]-}h . -

“Out of the three copies delivered pursuant to
clause () of the Hrat pnrn%:uph of section:9 of
this Act, cne copy shall sent. to the Central
Library, and the remaining oopies shall be

“disposed ol in such mapner as the Government
may from lime to time determine.’.

By order of the Gove
8. N. SANYAL,
Secy. totie Govt. of West Bengal,



