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CHHATTISGARH ACT
(No. 20 of 2008)

THE CHHATTISGARH PUBLIC LIBRARIES ACT. 2008

An Act to provide for-the establishment, organization, maintenance. and develop-
ment of Public Libraries.

Whereas itis expedient to provide for the establishment, organization maintenances
and development of free and effective rural and ufban Public Libraries and other allied
service in the State of Chhattisgarh;

It, is hereby, enacted in the Fifty-Ninth Year of the Republic of India as follows —

CHAPTER-1

PRELIMINARY

ShortTitle, extent 1. (1) This Act may be called the Chhatiisgarh Public
and commencement Libraries Act 2008, -

(2) It extend to whole of the State of Chhattisgarh.

(3) It shall come into force from the date of its publication

in the Official Gazette. '
Definitions & In this-Act, -

(a) “Book" includes, —

' (i) every volume, a part or divisicn of a volume and
pamphlet, . in any language, newspapers,
periodicals, serial publication and manuscripts;

(i) sheet of music, map, chart or plan separately
printed or lithographed:;

(iii) audio-visual, audio and visual materials such as
tapes, cassettes, films, filmstrips, micro card,
microfilm, computer, floppy, compact. disk,
photograph etc; :

(b) “Chairman” means the Chairman of the State Library
Council constituted under this Act; :

(c) “Council® means the State Library Council constituted
under this Act,

(d) “Director” means the Director of Public Libraries
referred to in Section6:

(e) “District” means a Revenue District of the State:

(f) “Officer on Special Duty (Libraries)" means an officer
having professional qualification in Library Science not
below the rank of Deputy Director appointed by the state
Government to look after the affaics of Libraries;
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() “Public Library" means a library establishec
maintained and managed by the State Government
local body or other organization receiving aid from Stat
Government and declared open to the public and shz
include any other library recognized by notification by th
State Government;

(h) “Aided Library" means a Library declared as such t
the State Government;

(i) “Year” means a penod of twelve months commencin
on the first day of April of a calendar year.

CHAPTER-II
ADVISORY COMMITTEES

(1)  As soon as may be after the commencement of thi
Act. the State Government shall by notification constitu
for the purpose of this Act a Council to be called
State L|brary Council, .

{2) The Sate Library Council shall consist of:-

T. The Minia iar School Education Dr-pdrt'nent
Government of Chhattisgarh.; Chabpera«
. The Principal Secratary, o the Governmen'
Chhatd fisyzhi Schoo! Ed: ication Departmeni
cnaige of the Public Librarise:  Vice- Chairpers -

3. The 3scretary t© the Governmen
Chiattis -Ua*‘ H[ghr.:r Educstine Deprartoe; s
Micva e
4. The Ssc stary o tive 5o 2 enl of
Chhallisy=:+ Finance ?_"s:: i e -IGTH
ot balcy: inw rank of Spec « Til. ey Mo
5. The Suorelzry o the Gr v -
Chaatiisezr . Cult.ie 8 ] Tl T N L 30 e
N Oy ik rani: of Spes aeSo e ]
6. The Samatary to the Govarnrn
Chhattispa-s "3ar1rm.u UP:""T'..:Z". 5
not defow 1** rank of Spec.zi secre o B
I T..r— Secretary fo the Buverns.oeo
Ch-uhl'u:-" Panchaya! Cepsitmer Wiee i @
8. . The Secretary to e -Goversinz.
Chihattiscarih Vribal Weifare verarimant Menthe
9. The Director; School Educatigr. Degar‘rru;-'
C‘ﬂuath»nar 1, Membe:

10. The Librarian, Central Siate Library, Schow
Edication Capartment. Chhattisgarh - Member
i1. One Person nominated: by the .. aitisgarh
L:u. ary Association: Member

12. Cne Liorary Officer nomnated By the State
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the State Library Council or any other outside agency
connected with the Public Library Development.

(3) . Without prejudice to the provisions contained in sub-
section  (2) the functions of State Standing Committee
shall also be, -

(a) to enunciate- and promote public library policy and
.system,;

(b) to process, plan.and prepare budget and other
financial proposals in connection with the development of
public libraries;

(c).to monitor and -evaluate the growth of public libraries
and library system; -

(d) to plan, supervise, control and coordinate central
acquisition, procurement and distribution of books and
other material; _

(e) to recognize voluntary public libraries and -library
associations on application;-

(f) to coordinate and-supervise the activities of the public
libraries of the State: ° 3 ' ;
(9).to process matters concerning the library council and
-the standing committee; B :

(h) to adopt measures for establishing cooperation and
liaison among library service rendered by other
departments; =

(i) to Process matters conceming other library service:
under the Education Department; :
() to establish liaison with professional bodies anc
associations within and outside the State;

(k) to advise on matters concerning libraries under othe
departments of the State Government;

(I) to organize ““continuing education programs” fo
librarian in public library system such as refresher course
etc.;

(m) to perform such other function as may be assigned tc
it by the State Government from time to time.

:nstitt_ltiun -
id funcition of
District Library:

5. (1) There shall be a District Library Committee in each district of the
state consisting of,— '

ymmittee.
1. the District Collector Chairperson
2. the Chief Executive Officer, Zila Panchayat Vice-Chairperson
3. the Principal, District Institute for Member
' Education and Training. -
4. the Secretary, District Literacy Committee Member

5. the District Sports and Youth Welfare Officer Member
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State Level 8.
Libraries
Functionsof = 9.
the state Central.
Library

(e)ensure the proper inspection of the Public Libraries in
the State ;

() supervise and coordinate-the performance of all public
Libraries ;

(g)ensure proper functioning of the Library Commiittees at
District Level ;

(h) prepare and submit annual report in connection with the
develnprnant of Public Library Services ; .

(i) exercise such other powers and perform such other
duties as may be conferred on or assigned to him by:the
State Government from time to time.

GHAPTgR—IV"

STRUCTURE OF THE PU BLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM AND
FUNCTION OF VARIOUS STATE CENTRES LIBRARIES

There shall be two State Levél Libraries in the $tate, of which
one shall be the State Central Library at Raipur and the other
shall be the State Reference Library at Bilaspur.

The functions of the State Central Library shall be, -

(a) to procure.and orgamze all readmg matenal useful fur
the general public ; :

(b) to Provide facility of sejf—readmg to the general publlc

(c) to act as a supplement to other Public Libraries in the

- State;

 (d)to organize book exhibitions, Lectures, seminars and
other activities etc. for promoting reading habits among
public at large; .

(¢) to act as an agency to disseminate information relating
to various development schemes / welfare progarames
of the State and the Central Government, '

(f] to prwlde book !endmg service .to the general publlc in
such manners as may be prescribed, _

(g)to plan and co-ordinate library co-operation among
- Public Libraries in the State mcludlng inter-library loan
5EWICE

(h)to prowde reading facilities and special services to
handicapped;

(i) to work as an apex institution fn Public Library System
of the State;

(i) to. procure and make available Elleraiures suitable for
‘heo literates as a support system for various adult

- education programmes in the State;

, (k) to- promote Compuierlzatlon in- Public Libraries of the
State and organize training programmes for the benefit
of professionals working in Public Libraries;
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Function of the
State Reference
Library

Distric Libraries

10.

L

p—y ra i =1

(1) to.carry out such other.work as ma}* be entrusted tox
the . State Library Council or’ the . Director -for LN
Development of Public . Library System and service in
the State. .

The functions of the State Reference Library shall be; -

(a) to procure all useful material pubhshed in the State;

[b} to compile a computerized "union cata!ogues of Piblic
-Libraries’in the State;

(c) to compile and publish cumprehenswe blbhégraphles on
various subjects for the benefits of scholars and researchers,
especially in the field of “humanities” and “sociél science”

(d) to provide reading facilities to general pubhd; fur reference
and research purposes;

(e) to acquire the handwritten rare manuscripts avaﬂable at
different places in the State and to .compile and.publish
comprehensive biblaographles of such rare manuscripts;

(f) to preserve .rare manuscnpts with the help of chemical
treatment or/and microfilming; :

(g) to compile a union catalogue " of manuscnpts available in
different libraries of the State;

(h) to carry out various documantatlan actmtles and news paper
clippings on important aspects of general intarest;

(i) to examine and evaluate the old and unuseful collection of

* public libraries for declaring. such material uhuseful- after
identlfwng the materiat having permanent significance;

(i) to promote library co-operation on different aspects of library
operationis including inter-library lenging for the benefit of
reader in other public libraries;

(k) to participate, in various a)ﬂstlng computerized library
network such as “DELNET" etc. for the benefit of users;

() to carry out any work entrusted by: State Library Council or
Director for the deve1opmant of public library system in the
State.

There shall be a Government District Library in each District. A

District library shall function as an apex library for the district

library system in addition to functioning as a iending and

reference library for the district. The District library shall;-

(a) collect useful and standard literature and other reading

material, audio-visual equipment for the use of the public;

(b) collect-material of regional/local interest;

(c) provide .reference, information and lending services and

help in promotion and extension of reading habits;

(d) supplement the colleétion of branch/ tehsil / block/ village

libraries and,librarjes run by other agencies;

(e) encourage and supervise inter library co-operation in.the

district;

() provide mobile library services and establish book-delivery

centers wherever necessary;
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(g) coordinate and supervise the activities of other Government
branch [Tehsil /Block / Village libraries of the district and
mobile library services,

(h) inspect panndicaily the other government libraries and

" other aided libraries in the district;

(i) provide assistance to the district library committee in the
task ‘of preparation of development plans for the district
library system;

(i) perform such other functions as may be entrusted to it by

~ the District Library Committee.

CHAPTER-V
FINANCE

The library development plan shall form an integral part-of the
centralized and decentralized annual and five year plan and non
plan budget of the State. The State Government, if it considers
necessary-may also find means and ways to raise additional
resources to support and, davelnp the Public Library System.

- CHAPTER-VI

RECOGNITION AND DERECOGNITION

(1)  The State Government may recognize any library run by
the veoluntary organizations registered under the Chhattisgarh
Society Registrikarat Adhiniyam, 1973, or any library run by
local authority open for use-tothe pu .rhc as public library for the
purpose of payment of grdnt-rn ald or other Tnancial assistanca
to it.

(2) The State Government may, in accordance with the rules
recogrize any public library association .in the State registered

-under the Chhattssgarh Society Registrikarai Adhiniyam, 1973
. for the purpose of payment of grant-in-zid or other financial

assistance to it.

' 14 .Any-public library if it is found that it is' not complying/fails to

comply “with the valid difection or it fails to fulfill any

_obligafions laid down in this Act or rules made ;the state

Govemment on receipt from the state council after giving an
opportunity of being heard may by an order in writing to be
published in the official gazefte: derecognize such public
libraries.

However, the report' that shall be sent by the state
council shall be only aftér the standing committee send a report -
to the state council on the said public library.
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CHAPTER-VII
REPORTS AND INSPECTIONS

(1} Every person who is in-charge of the -management of &
public library.and avery person who is in-charge of publi¢ hbrﬂry
association shall submit. such reports and returns and furnist
such information. as the State Governmeént may from time i.
time requlre

(2) The Director or-an officer authorized by him-in-this behalf
shall have power tn inspect public libraries and public library
associations or any institution attached thereto or any, institution
conducting the. tralnlng courses in library service and Ilbrary and
information science receiving financial . asssstar_lce “for «.the

-purpose of satisfying himself:that the provisions of thisAct and

the rules made there unc_ler are being carried out.

(3) Within-six monthls frqm-the_ close of every year, the director
shall * prepare "an annual- -repori on the working and

"administration-of and the progress maide by, public libraries and

public -library ‘associations in- that 'year together with such

iinformation and particulars as may be prescribed and submit the

sama tn tha State Government.

CHAPTER-VIll
MISCELLANEOUS

Alithe members of the Council while acting or purporting to act

in" pursuance. of the” provisions of this Act or any fules and
regulations made there under, be deemed to be public'servants
within the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code.

No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie
against the Council or any member or servant thereof for
anything done or intended to be done in good faith in pursuance
of the provisions of this Act or the rules and regulations made

- there under.

No act or proceeding of the Council or any of its comrﬁiﬁees

shall be invalid merely by reasons of, -

(a) any. vacancy therein or any defect in consmutinn
thereof, or

(b) any irregularity in its proc.edure.

(1) The Sate Governmeént may by notnﬁn:iatmn make rules
for carrylng out the purposes of this Act.
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(2) In particular and wrthnut prejudlce to the genera.ny of the
foregoing power, such rules may be made to provide for all or
any of the following matters namely :-

(a) manner for electing representatwes from publrc library
associations or Library Officers;

(b) the powers, duties and function to be performed by the
Chairperson,

(c) such-other powers and functions as may be exercised
dnd performed by the Council;

(d) the allowances payable to the members of the Council
and its Committees and the rates at which they shall
_be-payable;’

{e) other powers, functions and duties to be exercised
and performed by the Director or the Library Cell;

(f) the function to be performed by the district library -

- committees;

{g) recognition of public libraries and public library
associations;

(h) the information and particulars to be Inciudecl in the

annual report;
{r} -any other matter which is to be or may be prescribed.

(1) The Council may make regulations not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act and the rules made there under to
discharge its functmn under this Act.

(2) In partlcu[ar and wnthout pre;udme to the foregclng

powers, such regulations may provide for all of any of the
following matters namely -

21,

(a) the time, date and place &t which the Council shall
meet and the rules of procedure the Council shall observe

- in regard to iransaction of its business at its meeting;

(b) other committees which council may constitute, the
number of members therein and the functions which may
be perfurmed by such commlttee:s

(1) Ifany dtfﬁculty arises in giving effect to the
* provisions of this ‘Act, - the State Government may
by order published in the Official Gazette, make
such provisions not inconsistent with the provisions
of this Act as may appear to be necessary for
removing the difficulties; :
(2) Every order made under this section shall be
~laid, as soon as may be after it is made, before
the house of the State Legislature.
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